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December 19, 2002

Mary Cottrell, Secretary
Department of Telecommunications and Energy
One South Station, 2nd Floor
Boston, MA 02110

RE: Fitchburg Gas & Electric Light Company, D.T.E. 02-83

Dear Secretary Cottrell:

On December 12, 2002, Fitchburg Gas & Electric Light Company (“Fitchburg” or
“Company”) filed a request with the Department of Telecommunications and Energy
(“Department”) for an accounting ruling.  Specifically, the Company seeks an accounting ruling
that would permit the Company to record its Additional Minimum Pension liability as a
regulatory asset until such time as Fitchburg's pension plan assets exceed its Accumulated
Benefit  Obligation.  The Department has requested written comments on the Company's request. 
The Attorney General submits this letter as his comments on the Company’s proposal.  

The Attorney General has submitted extensive comments in opposition to NSTAR’s
petition.  See D.T.E. 02-78 (Initial and Reply Comments).  While NSTAR’s petition raises some
additional concerns, Fitchburg’s petition still presents some of the same important issues.  The
Department should either deny Fitchburg’s petition outright or at least allow discovery and
conduct a hearing to fully examine the issues and determine the facts before ruling on the
request.

Sincerely,

Joseph W. Rogers
Division Chief
Utilities Division 

cc: Service list


